Urban/Rural Designation for

Pennsylvania Counties
	County
	Designation
	
	County
	Designation
	
	County
	Designation

	Adams
	Rural
	
	Elk
	Rural
	
	Montour
	Rural

	Allegheny
	Urban
	
	Erie
	Urban
	
	Northampton
	Urban

	Armstrong
	Rural
	
	Fayette
	Urban
	
	Northumberland
	Rural

	Beaver
	Urban
	
	Forest
	Rural
	
	Perry
	Urban

	Bedford
	Rural
	
	Franklin
	Rural
	
	Philadelphia
	Urban

	Berks
	Urban
	
	Fulton
	Rural
	
	Pike
	Urban

	Blair
	Urban
	
	Greene
	Rural
	
	Potter
	Rural

	Bradford
	Rural
	
	Huntingdon
	Rural
	
	Schuylkill
	Rural

	Bucks
	Urban
	
	Indiana
	Rural
	
	Snyder
	Rural

	Butler
	Urban
	
	Jefferson
	Rural
	
	Somerset
	Urban

	Cambria
	Urban
	
	Juniata
	Rural
	
	Sullivan
	Rural

	Cameron
	Rural
	
	Lackawanna
	Urban
	
	Susquehanna
	Rural

	Carbon
	Urban
	
	Lancaster
	Urban
	
	Tioga
	Rural

	Centre
	Urban
	
	Lawrence
	Rural
	
	Union
	Rural

	Chester
	Urban
	
	Lebanon
	Urban
	
	Venango
	Rural

	Clarion
	Rural
	
	Lehigh
	Urban
	
	Warren
	Rural

	Clearfield
	Rural
	
	Lycoming
	Urban
	
	Washington
	Urban

	Clinton
	Rural
	
	Luzerne
	Urban
	
	Wayne
	Rural

	Columbia
	Urban
	
	McKean
	Rural
	
	Westmoreland
	Urban

	Crawford
	Rural
	
	Mercer
	Urban
	
	Wyoming
	Urban

	Cumberland
	Urban
	
	Mifflin
	Rural
	
	York
	Urban

	Dauphin
	Urban
	
	Monroe
	Rural
	

	Delaware
	Urban
	
	Montgomery
	Urban
	


** Rural/Urban Designations are based on definitions adopted by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Rural Health Policy (ORHP/HHS).  The definition classifies counties as either urban or rural depending on the Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) designation of metropolitan and non-metropolitan counties adjusted by the “Goldsmith modification,” which identifies rural areas within large metropolitan counties.

It should be noted that several Pennsylvania experts on rural issues have concerns with the FCC’s definition because several counties in Pennsylvania that are typically thought of as rural instead are categorized as urban.  This issue was appealed to the Federal Communications Commission where it was denied – twice.

